
Chinese Wisteria (Planting in a Pot) 

Growing a Chinese Wisteria in a pot is an excellent choice for a rental or to limit its 
aggressive root system, but it requires a very large container and premium potting 
ingredients. Wisteria vines are incredibly vigorous growers and will quickly become 
rootbound or starve if placed in standard soil. 

You need to recreate a rich, highly structurally stable root environment that mimics 
premium garden loam rather than lightweight potting mix. 

Exact Shopping List from Bunnings 

Head to Bunnings Warehouse and grab these exact items to set up your potted wisteria: 

1. A Heavy, Large Container (50L+ capacity): 

o What to buy: A minimum 500mm to 600mm diameter pot. Choose a 
heavy terracotta, concrete, or thick heavy-duty glazed ceramic pot. 

o Why: Wisteria vines become top-heavy. A lightweight plastic pot will blow 
over easily in a strong gust of wind. Ensure the pot has large drainage 
holes at the base. 

2. Premium Potting Mix (2–3 bags depending on pot size): 

o What to buy: Scotts Osmocote Premium Plus Premium Potting Mix or 
Richgro Black Marvel Premium Potting Mix. Look for the Red Australian 
Standards Tick on the bag. 

o Why: Cheap potting mix collapses and turns into suƯocating sludge 
within a year. You need a mix with added coir and slow-release fertilisers. 

3. Perlite (1 bag): 

o What to buy: Brunnings Perlite or Scotts Osmocote Perlite. 

o Why: Mixing perlite into the potting soil creates permanent air pockets, 
preventing the mix from compacting over time as the thick wisteria roots 
fill the container. 

4. Controlled-Release Fertiliser Pellets: 

o What to buy: Osmocote Plus Trace Elements Pots & Planters. 

o Why: Potted plants lose nutrients every time they drain. A dedicated slow-
release fertiliser keeps them sustained without burning the roots. 

5. Pot Feet / Risers: 

o What to buy: A pack of 3 or 4 terracotta pot feet. 



o Why: Crucial to raise the pot slightly oƯ your concrete or paving to allow 
free drainage and prevent ants from nesting underneath. 

 

������ Step-by-Step Potting Guide 

Step 1: Elevate and Place the Pot First 

Before you add any soil, place your pot feet down on the ground exactly where you want 
the wisteria to live, and set the empty pot on top. Once a 50L pot is filled with soil, water, 
and a vine, it will be incredibly heavy and nearly impossible to move safely. 

Step 2: Mix Your Potting Substrate 

Do not use garden sand or dirt from the yard in your pot. In a separate wheelbarrow or 
tub, create your premium potting blend: 

 80% Premium Potting Mix 

 20% Perlite 

 Add a few healthy shakes of your slow-release fertiliser pellets and mix 
thoroughly. 

Step 3: Unpot and Pot Up 

1. Fill the bottom of your large new container with your soil blend until the root ball 
of your current wisteria sits at the right height. 

2. Submerge the current pot in a bucket of water for 5 minutes so it is fully 
saturated. 

3. Remove the wisteria. As it looks like it has been growing tightly in a narrow 
container, check for girdling roots. Use your fingers to lightly loosen the outer 
roots so they know to expand outward into the new pot. 

4. Place the vine dead centre. Ensure the soil level sits 3–4cm below the rim of the 
pot—this leaves a necessary lip, so water doesn't spill over the edges when you 
water it. 

5. Fill around the sides with your mix, pressing down firmly with your fingers to 
ensure no hollow air gaps remain. 

Step 4: Water & Provide Anchor Supports 

1. Water the pot thoroughly until water streams freely out of the drainage holes at 
the bottom. 



2. Secure the Stake: The young wisteria in your photo is currently bound to a thin 
bamboo stake. Keep that stake attached for now but anchor the vine to its 
permanent structure immediately. If it's sitting next to your fence line or a 
pergola, use soft garden ties to anchor the main woody stem securely. 

Important Potted Tip: Pots dry out significantly faster than the ground. In the peak of a 
hot Perth summer, your potted wisteria will need a deep drink every single day to 
prevent the flower buds and fresh leaves from scorching. 

 

 

 


