
Chinese Wisteria 

The best way to plant a Chinese Wisteria (Wisteria sinensis) into the ground in Perth, WA, is to 
focus heavily on improving the soil moisture retention. Perth sits on Perth's coastal Bassendean sand 
matrix, which is highly water-repellent (hydrophobic), nutrient-poor, and drains too rapidly for a thirsty 
young wisteria vine. 

To give your wisteria the best start, you must build a rich, moisture-holding root zone within the sand. 

Exact Soil Mix Items to buy from Bunnings 

Because you are planting directly into Perth's native sand, you should never fill the hole with pure 
potting mix, as this creates a "bathtub effect" where the roots refuse to leave the rich potting soil. 
Instead, you need to blend soil improvers with your existing sand. 

1. Soil Improver / Compost (2 bags): 

 What to buy: Scotts Osmocote Premium Soil Improver (approx. $10.35) or Richgro Black 
Marvel Premium Garden Compost (approx. $10.99). 

 Why: This adds the vital organic matter and humus needed to hold water and nutrients in 
Perth sand.  

2. Soil Wetting Agent (1 pack/bottle): 

 What to buy: Richgro Ezi-Wet or Seasol Super Soil Wetter (Liquid hose-on or granular). 

 Why: Crucial for Perth sand to break down the natural waxiness and ensure water 
absorbs down to the roots instead of running off. 

3. Organic Cow Manure (1 bag): 

 What to buy: Any standard bagged Composted Cow Manure (approx. $5–$7). 

 Why: Mild, slow-release organic nutrition that adds structure without over-fertilising with 
heavy nitrogen (too much nitrogen causes massive leaf growth but zero flowers). 

4. Coarse Wood Mulch (1 bag): 

 What to buy: Richgro Pinebark Mulch (approx. $8–$10) or Marri/Jarrah Woodchips. 
Avoid fine black mulch which bakes in Perth's hot summers. 

Step 1: Choose the Right Location & Support 

 Sunlight: Select a position that receives at least 6 hours of direct sunlight daily. Wisteria 
thrives in Perth's sun, and shade will severely limit its flowering capacity.  

 Support: Chinese Wisteria becomes immensely heavy and aggressive over time. Plant it 
adjacent to a heavy-duty timber pergola, a brick wall with heavy-gauge steel tension wires, or 
a steel arch. Do not trust lightweight plastic or thin timber trellises. 

Step 2: Dig and Prep the Soil 

1. Dig a hole twice as wide as the wisteria’s nursery pot, but the same depth. 

2. Shovel out the native sand into a wheelbarrow or pile. 

3. Create your mix: Blend 50% of your excavated native sand with 50% Soil 
Improver/Compost and Cow Manure. Throw in a handful of your wetting agent granules 
and mix it thoroughly. 



Step 3: Plant and Water In 

1. Soak the potted wisteria in a bucket of water for 10 minutes until air bubbles stop rising. 

2. Gently remove the plant from its pot. If the roots are tightly bound or circling, lightly tickle or 
tease the edges to encourage them to grow outward. 

3. Lower the root ball into the hole. Ensure the top of the plant's soil line sits perfectly level with 
the surrounding ground level. 

4. Backfill the hole with your 50/50 soil blend, firming it down gently with your hands to remove 
large pockets of air. 

5. Apply your liquid wetting agent over the top and water deeply (around 10–15 litres). 

Step 4: Mulch & Establish 

 Lay down a 50mm–75mm layer of coarse mulch across the entire planting zone. Keep the 
mulch a few centimetres away from the main woody stem of the vine to prevent collar rot. 

 Because you are planting in spring, ensure the vine is watered deeply 2 to 3 times a week 
during its first summer until its root system expands and establishes. 

 

 


